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Never has the country been more fertile in his-
torians of a high order. Renan, Taine, Lavisse,
Gabriel Monod, Sorel, Hanotaux, Rambaud,
Anatole Leroy-Beaulieu are not only masters in
various ways, but Lavisse and Monod remain
great historical teachers. Gabriel Monod not
only founded the Revue historique and organised
the Societe historique, but formed a goodly
number of distinguished pupils, like him in-
spired by the purest scientific spirit and a strict
sense of loyalty to facts. Most of them follow
at any cost the objective method.

The chief end of history for reputable French
historians is truth and truth only. Some of them
seem indifferent to national prejudices, and have
stated, with the resoluteness of prophets, facts
which were offensive to national pride. Sorel
and Lavisse have been conspicuous in this
respect. The thoroughness, the synthetic char-
acter, and the scientific objectivity of French
history are more and more evident. One of
the striking features of this French activity is
the small army of searchers who are every-
where exploring the past of men and things
with a common purpose of increasing human
knowledge. The Republic has, with freedom,
furnished the tools for this great collective in-
quiry, rewarded those who have sketched its